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“The LSWC and the Slave Lake OHV Club are both interested in working together to 

identify priority stream crossings that would benefit from an OHV bridge to provide 

access, and protect the aquatic habitat and riparian areas. The OHV club has plans to map 

and develop a family friendly trail network from south of Slave Lake to Canyon Creek. 

Plans include a staging area by the Motocross track, and signage. The intent is to develop 

safe and maintained trails with bridge crossings and limited environmental disturbance. 

Most of the small creeks have man made log bridges across them that were built by 

volunteers. Once the bridges were put in, it was observed that pretty much all traffic 

stayed out of the creeks. “ (from Minutes of Oct. 24th meeting/ M. Payne)  

On October 24th, representatives of the Watershed Council and Whitecap Motorsports 

Park Association met to discuss their common interest: OHV trails that include bridges 

which will protect the environment. Based on their experienced the most utilized crossing 

is on Sawridge creek south of the Town of Slave Lake (near the trash rack). This is the 

main access point to many popular trails across Sawridge Creek. Funding challenges 

were discussed. LSWC, a registered charity and non-profit society, is willing to do 

project administration, financial tracking & reporting, and grant applications.  

There are many benefits for our club from this partnership. In addition to support from 

LSWC, West Fraser and the Trappers’ Association are on board with the project. Meghan 

and the Council have a lot of contacts within the government, and are skilled at 

navigating the grant application process. It is excellent to have this support and common 

goal. “As for the partnership, having a group that is protecting the environment aligned 

with our group, and wanting to fight alongside us to keep trails open, I cannot see any 



downfall. They have lots of contacts and networking abilities, and with their motivation I 

think it will be very beneficial, both with grants and image” (Kyle).  

On Nov. 9th, Adam set up a meeting with Watershed council and an Alberta environment 

representative to give them a first-hand look at the river crossing on the Sawridge Creek. 

On site, they discussed the possibility of using the trash rack (Log catcher) that extends 

from one side of the creek to the other as a structure on which to build a bridge. Although 

the idea was well received, there was concern about liability. More research is needed. 

Photos and GPS co-ordinates were collected.  

On behalf of WMPA, Mike Martin (surveyor and old club president) applied to the MD 

and TOSL to acquire the MotoCross track property on FlatTop Road. A future plan for 

this property would potentially include a clubhouse, camping area, mud bogs, SXS Trials, 

Truck Challenges, and Demo Derbies.  

This is a huge opportunity for our club to have a significant impact for local riders and 

for tourism in the area! 

 


